
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE S375 January 31, 2006 
COMMITTEE ON HOMELAND SECURITY AND 

GOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS 
Mr. SHELBY. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Homeland Security and Gov-
ernmental Affairs be authorized to 
meet on Tuesday, January 31, 2006, at 
10 a.m. for a hearing tit1ed, ‘‘Chal-
lenges in a Catastrophe: Evacuating 
New Orleans in Advance of Hurricane 
Katrina.’’ 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

NATIONAL SCHOOL COUNSELING 
WEEK 

Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Senate 
proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of S. Res. 360, submitted earlier 
today. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the resolution by 
title. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
A resolution (S. Res. 360) designating the 

week of February 6 through February 10, 
2006, as ‘‘National School Counseling Week.’’ 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the resolution. 

Mrs. MURRAY. Mr. President, today 
I am pleased to submit this resolution 
designating the week of February 2, 
2006 as ‘‘National School Counseling 
Week,’’ on behalf of my colleagues, 
Senator BIDEN, Senator DORGAN, Sen-
ator JOHNSON, and Senator DODD. This 
resolution honors and celebrates the 
important work of school counselors, 
which the Senate has recognized since 
1965 through the inclusion of school 
counseling in the Elementary and Sec-
ondary Education Act. 

Across the country, there are ap-
proximately 95,000 school counselors, 
including 2,100 in Washington State. 
School counselors are critical compo-
nents of a successful school and con-
tribute significantly to the growth and 
success of students. In fact, school 
counselors were instrumental in help-
ing students, teachers, and parents 
deal with the trauma of terrorism on 
September 11, 2001, and its aftermath. 
However, despite their important serv-
ice, counselors are expected to serve, 
on average, 485 students each, and are 
overwhelmed. The American School 
Counseling Association, the American 
Medical Association, and the American 
Psychological Association recommend 
the ratio of students to school coun-
selors be 250 students to 1 school coun-
selor. 

I want to share just a few examples 
of how school counselors throughout 
America are helping students. 

In a middle school in southern Cali-
fornia, school counselors realized that 
257 students were in danger of not pass-
ing on to the next grade. They discov-
ered that only 15 percent of the stu-
dents understood the promotion and re-
tention requirements. The school coun-
selors presented a series of individual 
and small-group lessons on promotion 
and retention criteria. After the les-

sons, 100 percent of the students under-
stood the requirements. As a result, 72 
of the 257 students, about 28 percent, 
avoided retention that year. 

In a high school in Racine, WI, a 
math teacher realized that 100 of his 
students failed algebra in the first 
quarter of the year. He asked a school 
counselor for help. Together, they dis-
covered some of the reasons why stu-
dents were failing. They initiated sev-
eral programs, such as peer tutoring 
and homework assistance. As a result, 
93 of the 100 students passed algebra by 
the end of the year and were able to 
move on to the next level of math. 

A school district in Kentucky real-
ized that the retention rate among 
ninth grade students was unacceptably 
high. School counselors, teachers and 
administrators worked together to de-
velop and implement strategies tar-
geted at helping ninth graders move to 
tenth grade. As a result, retention 
rates improved in 16 of the 17 high 
schools in the county in just 1 year. 
One school saw the retention rate im-
prove more than 25 percent. 

This resolution, though, is merely 
the beginning of what we need to be 
doing to support school counselors. We 
need to reduce the ratio of students to 
counselors to, at the most, 250 to 1. We 
need to help schools maintain their 
funding so that school counselors are 
not cut from school budgets. And we 
need to support our school counselors 
so that they can continue to be inte-
gral in the fabric of our schools and 
help our students achieve success in 
high school and beyond. 

School counselors design and imple-
ment comprehensive developmental 
school counseling programs that are 
integral to the success of every stu-
dent. They help students improve aca-
demic achievement, develop personally 
and socially and prepare for successful 
careers that will enable them to be 
contributing members of society. Na-
tional School Counseling Week focuses 
public attention on the unique con-
tribution of professional school coun-
selors and highlights the tremendous 
impact that school counselors have in 
helping students achieve success in 
school and beyond. 

Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the resolution 
be agreed to, the preamble be agreed 
to, the motions to reconsider be laid 
upon the table, and that any state-
ments relating thereto be printed in 
the RECORD, without intervening ac-
tion or debate. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The resolution (S. Res. 360) was 
agreed to. 

The preamble was agreed to. 
The resolution, with its preamble, 

reads as follows: 
S. RES. 360 

Whereas the American School Counselor 
Association has declared the week of Feb-
ruary 6 through February 10, 2006, as ‘‘Na-
tional School Counseling Week’’; 

Whereas the Senate has recognized the im-
portance of school counseling through the 

inclusion of elementary and secondary 
school counseling programs in the reauthor-
ization of the Elementary and Secondary 
Education Act of 1965; 

Whereas school counselors have long advo-
cated that the education system of the 
United States must leave no child behind 
and must provide opportunities for every 
student; 

Whereas personal and social growth results 
in increased academic achievement; 

Whereas school counselors help develop 
well-rounded students by guiding them 
through their academic, personal, social, and 
career development; 

Whereas school counselors have been in-
strumental in helping students, teachers, 
and parents deal with the trauma that was 
inflicted upon them by hurricanes Katrina, 
Rita, and Wilma; 

Whereas students face myriad challenges 
every day, including peer pressure, depres-
sion, and school violence; 

Whereas school counselors are usually the 
only professionals in a school building who 
are trained in both education and mental 
health matters; 

Whereas the roles and responsibilities of 
school counselors are often misunderstood, 
and the school counselor position is often 
among the first to be eliminated in order to 
meet budgetary constraints; 

Whereas the national average ratio of stu-
dents to school counselors of 478-to-1 is more 
than double the 250-to-1 ratio recommended 
by the American School Counselor Associa-
tion, the American Counseling Association, 
the American Medical Association, the 
American Psychological Association, and 
other organizations; and 

Whereas the celebration of National 
School Counseling Week would increase 
awareness of the important and necessary 
role school counselors play in the lives of 
students in the United States: 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) designates the week of February 6 

through February 10, 2006, as ‘‘National 
School Counseling Week’’; and 

(2) encourages the people of the United 
States to observe the week with appropriate 
ceremonies and activities that promote 
awareness of the role school counselors per-
form in the school and the community at 
large in preparing students for fulfilling 
lives as contributing members of society. 

f 

HONORING PROFESSIONAL 
SURVEYORS 

Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Senate 
now proceed to the consideration of S. 
Res. 361, which was submitted earlier 
today. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the resolution by 
title. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
A resolution (S. Res. 361) honoring profes-

sional surveyors and recognizing their con-
tributions to society. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the resolution. 

Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the resolution 
be agreed to, the preamble be agreed 
to, and the motion to reconsider be laid 
upon the table. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The resolution (S. Res. 361) was 
agreed to. 

The preamble was agreed to. 
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The resolution, with its preamble, 

reads as follows: 

S. RES. 361 

Whereas there are over 45,000 professional 
surveyors in the United States; 

Whereas 2006 marks the 200th anniversary 
of the end of the Lewis and Clark landmark 
expedition through the upper reaches of the 
Louisiana Territory and the American West; 

Whereas this journey is one of the most 
important surveying expeditions in the his-
tory of the United States because of the 
wealth of geographical and scientific infor-
mation it provided about the new Nation; 

Whereas the nature of surveying has 
changed dramatically since 1785, as it is no 
longer limited to the description and loca-
tion of land boundaries; 

Whereas hydrographic surveys are impor-
tant to the use of all our bodies of water; 

Whereas engineering surveys are utilized 
in the study and selection of engineering 
construction; 

Whereas geodetic surveys determine pre-
cise global positioning for such activities as 
aircraft and missile navigation; 

Whereas cartographic surveys are used for 
mapping and charting, as well as photo-
grammetry, the science of using aerial pho-
tographs for measurement and map produc-
tion; 

Whereas many services are provided 
through the use of sophisticated equipment 
and techniques, such as satellite-borne re-
mote sensing devices and automated posi-
tioning, measuring, recording, and plotting 
equipment; 

Whereas the role of the surveyor has been, 
and remains, of vital importance in the de-
velopment of the United States; 

Whereas since the colonial days of this Na-
tion, surveyors have been leaders in the com-
munity, Statesmen, influential citizens, and 
shapers of cultural standards; 

Whereas former surveyors include George 
Washington, Thomas Jefferson, and Abra-
ham Lincoln; 

Whereas it was the work of the surveyor 
that determined the boundaries of land, the 
greatest economic asset in the colonies that 
became the United States; 

Whereas Thomas Jefferson chaired a com-
mittee in 1784 to devise a plan for disposing 
of lands west of the 13 original colonies; 

Whereas Thomas Jefferson argued that 
surveying before sale was necessary to pre-
vent overlapping claim and to simplify deeds 
and registers; 

Whereas Thomas Jefferson reportedly 
wrote a plan, which was debated in Congress 
and in modified form was adopted as the 
Land Ordinance of May 20, 1785, establishing 
the Public Land Survey System (‘‘PLSS’’), 
the rectangular system that continues today 
in 30 midwestern and western states; and 

Whereas the establishment of the third 
week of March as National Surveyors Week 
would be a fitting tribute to all surveyors: 
Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) recommends the establishment of Na-

tional Surveyors Week; 
(2) calls on the people of the United States 

to observe National Surveyors Week each 
year with appropriate ceremonies and activi-
ties paying tribute to professional surveyors 
and their contribution to society; and 

(3) invites the people of the United States 
to look back at the historic contributions of 
surveying and look ahead to the new tech-
nologies which are constantly modernizing 
this honored and learned profession. 

HONORING THE LIFE OF CORETTA 
SCOTT KING 

Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Senate 
now proceed to the consideration of S. 
Res. 362, which was submitted earlier 
today. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the resolution by 
title. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
A resolution (S. Res. 362) honoring the life 

of Coretta Scott King and expressing the 
condolences of the Senate on her passing. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the resolution. 

Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, I rise 
today to mark the passing of a great 
American. 

Coretta Scott King, a leader of the 
civil rights movement, died in her 
sleep yesterday evening. 

In 15 years of marriage to Rev. Mar-
tin Luther King Jr. and nearly four 
decades of tireless advocacy after his 
assassination, Mrs. King proved herself 
a strong and tireless voice for the prin-
ciple of human equality. 

At her husband’s side through good 
times and bad, she played a major role 
in speaking out against the injustice 
and evils of State-mandated discrimi-
nation and private bigotry. 

Her work with her husband played a 
key role in the passage of our most 
vital civil rights laws: the 1964 Civil 
Rights Act and the 1965 Voting Rights 
Act. 

Following her husband’s death, she 
helped found the Martin Luther King 
Jr. Center for Nonviolent Social 
Change and led the successful cam-
paign to establish her husband’s birth-
day as a national holiday. 

As a Southerner who hails from a 
state that once imposed the terrible 
evils of Jim Crow, I am deeply grateful 
for the work of the Civil Rights Move-
ment. 

As majority leader of the Senate, I 
had the privilege and the pleasure of 
being with Coretta Scott King on a 
number of occasions. As I was reflect-
ing back over the course of the day, the 
one I remember most was now 2 or 
maybe 3 years ago when I joined her for 
a church service at Ebenezer Baptist 
Church Heritage in Atlanta where the 
family has been historically attending 
services. 

Without the achievements of the 
civil rights movement, Tennessee, and 
indeed the entire American South, 
would have remained mired in cultural 
and political and economic patterns of 
the distant past. It took leadership. It 
took boldness. It took vision. 

As we move forward with our work 
today and in the whole of this Con-
gress, let us remember that heroic, 
that bold, yet humble, work of Coretta 
Scott King. Let us prove ourselves wor-
thy of the legacy of the civil rights 
movement the King family have be-
queathed to our Nation. 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, we were all 
awakened this morning to the news of 
the passing of one of our Nation’s true 

heroes in the struggle for civil rights, 
Coretta Scott King. Together, Ameri-
cans all mourn her passing. We offer 
our deepest thanks for her dedication 
to keeping the dream of racial equality 
and national harmony alive even after 
losing her husband, the Reverend Dr. 
Martin Luther King, Jr. I join all 
Americans in extending our thoughts 
and prayers to her extended family. 

Mr. OBAMA. Mr. President, today we 
mourn the passing of Coretta Scott 
King. 

When I think about Coretta Scott 
King, I think about a little girl who 
walked 5 miles to school on those rural 
Alabama roads and felt the heat of rac-
ism each day she passed the door of the 
Whites-only school, so much closer to 
home. 

It didn’t matter, because she studied 
and succeeded and excelled beyond 
most of her classmates, Black and 
White. She earned a college degree, and 
an acceptance to a prestigious grad-
uate school up North. 

One day she met a young preacher 
from Atlanta, and she fell in love with 
him. And he told her his dreams. And 
she believed in them. And she decided 
that she would help to make them 
real—not just as a wife or as a friend, 
but as a partner in freedom’s cause. 

Over the next years, Coretta Scott 
King did that in so many ways we can’t 
even imagine. She raised a family, she 
marched through the streets, she in-
spired through song, she led through 
speech, and she even dodged countless 
attempts on her family’s life. 

And when one of those attempts fi-
nally took her love from this world, 
she made the selfless decision to carry 
on. With no time to even cry or mourn, 
to wallow in anger or vengeance, 
Coretta Scott King took to the streets 
just four days after Dr. King’s assas-
sination and led 50,000 people through 
the streets of Memphis in a march for 
the kind of justice for which her hus-
band had given his life. 

She spent the rest of her time on this 
earth marching for that same justice— 
leading the King Center for Nonviolent 
Social Change in Atlanta, and spread-
ing her family’s message of hope to 
every corner of this world. 

I had the great honor of knowing 
Mrs. King, and the occasion to visit 
with her in Atlanta last year. She was 
an extraordinarily gracious woman. We 
sat and chatted in her living room. She 
showed me an album of photographs of 
her, Dr. King and the children. Then 
she told me what her husband had said 
to her once, at a time when she was 
feeling burdened, understandably, by 
all the stress and strain that had been 
placed on the family as a consequence 
of his role in the civil rights move-
ment. She said her husband advised: 

When you are willing to make sacrifices 
for a great cause, you will never be alone. 
Because you will have divine companionship 
and the support of good people. 

Coretta Scott King died in her sleep 
last night, but she certainly was not 
alone. She was joined by the compan-
ionship and support of a loving family 
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